
4th Annual Banquet
Sunday, April 27, 2025 



Program
St. Clement (Romeo) Youth Choir

Masters of Ceremony
Mr. Chris Lynch (Cristo Rey HS), Mr. Oscar Ocampo (St. Andre Bessette, Ecorse)

Banquet Co-Chairs
Ms. Anita Sevier and Ms. Denise Arseth (Gesu Parish and School)

Strangers No Longer Board of Directors
President Ms. Judy Brooks (Nativity Parish)

Vice-President Sra. Veronica Camarena (St. Andre Bessette, Ecorse)

Raffle Co-Chairs
Ms. Irma Landin (Ste. Anne de Detroit), Ms. Cyndi Malow (St. Michael, Sterling Heights)

All donations will go to the Families in Crisis Fund of Strangers No Longer

Ticket Co-Chairs
Ms. June Porter and Ms. Jacqueline Fulbright (Gesu Parish)

Ad Book Co-Chairs
Ms. Mary Traub and Ms. Jackie Parisi (Nativity/St. Charles Circle of Support)

Blessing of Fellowship Meal
Rev. David Buersmeyer, Chaplain, Strangers No Longer

Ms. Poppy Sias-Hernandez
Executive Director, Office of Global Michigan

Chief Equity and Inclusion Officer, Executive Office, State of Michigan

Blessing and Sending Forth
Sr. Rebecca Vonderhaar, IHM, and Assembled Women Religious
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SNL Accomplishments This Past Year
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Strangers No Longer

Subscribe to our
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Consejo Estatal (Statewide Council of Immigrant Leaders) was created and (after Sr. Martha’s
transfer to Rome) continues Spiritual Formation and Circle Leaders’ Psychotherapy Sessions (trauma).

New Circles of Support have emerged in parishes, high schools, among farmworkers – and among
friends/family groups. We have held 3 monthly Assemblies of Circle Leaders in light of the present
national crisis in our communities. Know Your Rights presentations in 3 parishes and a farmworkers’
camp have led to new Circles of Support.
 
Our Northern Michigan Welcoming Network is organizing churches, schools, agencies, grassroots
organizations to welcome newcomers and immigrants. Gaylord Diocese Parishes are conducting Listening
Campaigns following a Day of Reflection on Catholic Social Teaching.

Youth in Action for Immigration held its Annual Conference, conducts presentations in High Schools,
joins a monthly Immigration Justice Vigil in Clark Park (SW Detroit) and traveled to the Border with the
Sisters of Mercy.

Education: Know Your Rights presentations in Parishes, a “Journey to Exile” Jesuit Refugee Services
Workshop, Immigrant presentations in schools and parishes, and a series of 4 Summertime Webinars
(“Immigration Hot Button Issues”).  Our newsletter is back on a monthly schedule.
 
Dozens of Families-in-Crisis received Direct Support: housing and community for 5 asylum-seeking
mothers (and their toddlers) at Bakhita House (Christ the King); rent and utility assistance, rides to
appointments (e.g., Chicago Children’s Hospital), connection to lawyers through 10+ Parish Circles of
Support.

Farmworker Outreach: distributed educational materials on Bird Flu to Dairy Workers and community
groups in the Thumb and Mid-Michigan as part of a Center for Disease Control grant through the National
Center for Farmworker Health.

Advocacy: leading up to an anticipated vote in the State Legislature for Drivers Licenses for Immigrants,
SNL organized a delegation of Nuns to the Governor’s Office, over 500 people at the Detroit Cathedral for
the Vatican’s 110th World Day of Prayer for Migrants and Refugees, 180 people to Lansing forAdvocacy Day
– and a delegation of 4 immigrant women met with Grand Rapids Bishop Walkowiak.



CIRCLE LEADERS “MAKE IT HAPPEN”
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Circle leaders organized 180
parishioners and students from our
Circles to advocate at the State
Capital for Drivers Licenses for
Immigrants. We lost the campaign—
but won respect and allies for the
future.

Circle leaders brought 500+
to the Cathedral for the
110th Annual Day of Prayer
for Migrants and Refugees

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kathleen Rogers, Gesu Detroit
Nancy Juarez, MUJERES Ann Arbor
Patricia Watanabe, St. Michael Sterling Heights
Rosemary Insley, Perpetual Help Oak Park
Sr. Val Knoche, IHM, St. Clement Romeo
Veronica Camarena, St. Andre Bessette Ecorse
Tom Tomala, Christ the King Detroit
Daris Bartolon, MUJERES Detroit
Nancy Juares, MUJERES Ann Arbor

Angelica Ledesma, Guadalupe Chapel Traverse City
Blanca Astua, MUJERES Holland
Constantina Mejicano, MUJERES Ypsilanti
Flor Carmona, MUJERES Ypsilanti
Georgina Lopez, MUJERES Pontiac
Gladys Munoz, Guadalupe Chapel
Jim Russo, St. Francis Ann Arbor
Judy Brooks, Nativity Detroit
Kathleen Faba, Perpetual Help Oak Park



   Circle of Support 
   and Projects by region 
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UP NORTH
Boyne Valley Catholic
Community Youth Group
Guadalupe Chapel
Traverse City
St. Ann, Frankfort -
Listening Team
St. Mary of the Woods,
Kalkaska - Listening Team
St. Aloysius, Fife Lake -
Listening Team
Northern MI Welcome
Network

WEST MICHIGAN
McBain Circle of Support
Mujeres, St. Francis de
Sales, Holland
Mujeres, Ss. Peter and Paul,
Ionia
Cristo Rey, Lansing
Bird Flu TeamOutreach

WEST METRO
St. Francis of Assisi, Ann Arbor
St. Mary Student Parish, Ann
Arbor
Resurrection, Canton
Mujeres Bajo la Proteccion de
Dios, West Wayne
Mujeres Fe y Esperanza, Ypsilanti
Adrian Dominican Sisters
Catholic Central High School, Novi 

DOWRIVER
Christ Good Shepherd, Lincoln Park
Christ Good Shepherd Youth, Lincoln Park
Our Lady of the Woods, Woodhaven
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Hombres St. Andre Bessette, Ecorse
Mujeres St. Andre Bessette, Ecorse
Cabrini High School, Allen Park
Divine Child High School, Dearborn
Sisters of Mary Reparatrix, Allen Park
St. Mary Catholic Central High School, Monroe

DETROIT
Basilica of Ste. Anne de Detroit
Christ the King, Detroit
Gesu, Detroit
Most Holy Trinity, Detroit
Nativity / St. Charles Borromeo, Detroit
Ss. Augustine and Monica, Detroit
Ss. Peter and Paul Jesuit, Detroit
Detroit Cristo Rey High School
Loyola High School, Detroit
University of Detroit Jesuit High School

MACOMB and THUMB
Holy Trinity/St. Joseph, Port Huron
St. Michael, Sterling Heights
Mujeres St. Matthias, Sterling Heights
St. Clement, Romeo
Dairy Workers Circle of Support
Bird Flu Team Outreach

OAKLAND COUNTY
St. Mary of the Hills, Rochester
Christ Our Light, Troy
Christ Our Redeemer, Lake Orion
Our Mother of Perpetual Help, Ferndale-Oak Park
Mujeres, Portadoras de Luz, Pontiac
Servants’ Entrance, North Oakland County
Academy of the Sacred Heart, Bloomfield Hills
Brother Rice High School, Bloomfield Hills 
Marian High School, Bloomfield Hills 
Mercy High School, Farmington Hills
Notre Dame Prep High School, Pontiac 
Shrine High School, Royal Oak



Mujeres ... y Hombres
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CONSEJO ESTATAL (Statewide Council) was
formed by 18 immigrant leaders representing 10
Circles of Support across Michigan as their
organizer Sr. Martha was being transferred to
Rome by her religious order. CONSEJO ESTATAL
continued the spiritual theme presentations and
the psychotherapy sessions for members, and met
met with the head of the Michigan Dept. of
Education to voice their concerns. 

We have been working to ensure that every
person can know their rights and understand how
to act if they encounter Border Patrol. We held
workshops in parishes in Romeo, Sterling Heights,
and Ecorse.  Workshop attendees learn how to
designate someone to temporarily care for their
children in the event of a family separation; what
to do if ICE or CBP show up at their workplace,
home, or if they are detained while walking down
the street or driving; how to recognize a DOJ-
licensed immigration attorney and protect
themselves from possible fraud by individuals
unauthorized to practice law.  The workshops last
one hour and are free of charge. If you would like
this workshop to be held at your parish, please
contact us. We would be happy to visit!



YOUTH IN ACTION FOR IMMIGRATION

Youth leaders held a Poster Party in
preparation for the International Day of
Migrants and Refugees Mass and
Pilgrimage. 

At various parishes, youth leaders
presented the ways their faith
inspires them to support
immigrants. 

Youth led the Pilgrimage at the Cathedral, and
participated in the joyful Mass for the Day of
Migrants and Refugees.

Youth in Action for Immigration is Strangers No Longer's regional
youth leadership committee. Young leaders from 12 Catholic High
Schools and Parish Youth Groups meet monthly to learn about
immigration and reflect on how their faith calls them to action
and advocacy. This past year....
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Interested in participating in Youth in Action for
Immigration? Contact Amy Ketner at
ketner.a@strangersnolonger.org.
For more information please use the QR code.

The 5th Annual Youth Conference was held at Detroit Cristo Rey this March.
100 students participated in this youth-led day of learning, reflection,
action, and fellowship.

In Lansing, youth leaders met their
Representatives, Senators, and the
Governor's staff to advocate for the Drive Safe
Bills. 

Three groups traveled to Texas for an immersive week
at the US-Mexico Border. 



Outreach to Dairy Workers

8

Strangers No Longer Avian Influenza Team

Because of our work in rural areas of Michigan (Dioceses
of Gaylord and Saginaw), in August of 2024, SNL
received funding administered by the National Center for
Farmworker Health to deliver talks and training sessions
to workers in the dairy industry. The focus of these
sessions is on preventing the transmission of avian
influenza and identifying its symptoms in both livestock
and individuals, thereby facilitating early detection.

Our team comprises eight individuals located in the
Thumb and Mid-Michigan regions.  They provide training
and informational sessions at dairy farms, churches,
schools, Latino supermarkets, and farmworker
residences. The primary audience for these efforts
consists of Spanish-speaking workers, who have received
the shared information with gratitude. Furthermore,
some individuals have formed a Circle of Support in SNL.

Equipo de Gripe Aviar de Strangers no Longer

Gracias a nuestro trabajo en las parroquias del área rural de
Michigan (Diócesis de Gaylord), en agosto de 2024 recibimos
un financiamiento administrado por el Centro Nacional para
la Salud del Trabajador Agrícola, para dar charlas y
entrenamiento a los trabajadores de la industria láctea, con
un enfoque en la prevención de los contagios de la influenza
aviar y la identificación de los síntomas, tanto en ganado
vacuno como en las personas, para una pronta detección.
Nuestro equipo se compone por 8 personas, localizadas en el
área del Pulgar y Central de Michigan, proporcionando
capacitaciones y charlas en granjas lecheras, iglesias,
escuelas, supermercados latinos y residencia de los
trabajadores, enfocándose principalmente en trabajadores
de habla hispana, los cuales han recibido con agradecimiento
la información compartida y algunos se han sumado a los
Círculos de apoyo de Strangers no Longer.

Scan for more details



STRANGERS NO LONGER 
IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

In September 2024, 100 parishioners from
20 parishes in the Diocese of Gaylord
attended a Day of Reflection on Catholic
Social Teaching at the Cathedral in Gaylord. 

Additionally, the State's Office of Global
Michigan awarded Strangers No Longer a
grant to establish and facilitate a network
of institutions welcoming immigrants and
refugees in Michigan’s northern lower
peninsula.
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This active collaborative educates local
communities, provides support and resources
to newcomers and the institutions serving
them, and advocates for culturally appropriate
solutions to immigrants’ needs.

Parishes then formed Listening Teams, to listen to
fellow parishioners and community members and
learn which common good issues are of concern in
their communities. Soon, they will discern how to
respond to these needs.
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Congratulations to Youth in Action for

Immigration who received the 2024 Pax

Christi Young Peace Activist Award!
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www.smccmonroe.com
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Strangers No Longer would not exist without the
persistent support and inspirational example of

Congregations of Women Religious:

IHM Sisters
Adrian Dominican Sisters
Sisters of Mary Reparatrix

Sisters of Mercy
CSJ Sisters of St. Joseph
Home Visitors of Mary

Sisters Servants of Jesus (Hilton Foundation)
Grand Rapids Dominicans

Strangers No Longer Circle Leaders welcome with
gratitude our new Archbishop Ed Weisenburger
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Subscribe to our
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Dedicated to our

families and

friends suffering

the fears and

loss of

deportation.

Nativity/St.

Charles

Borromeo,

Detroit 

Circle of Support 
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Port Huron SNL members meet our
new Archbishop Ed. All Port Huron
members are in solidarity with our

immigrant brothers and sisters.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=4cca7122af&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1828702279975381937&th=1960db08e5e12bb1&view=fimg&fur=ip&permmsgid=msg-f:1828702279975381937&sz=s0-l75-ft&attbid=ANGjdJ8GKkKxTL-GPjRuNe0CAE5dP7PBUqS-byVzjE1oAdAmbb3N9s3-cQ-jbf5ZiSL9hPUhvmsGGAXRPJANr_NfmzXinxOlSbWsWDXD9baqNtTTDqBk3w1NVpBsyQ0&disp=emb&realattid=ii_1960cc0837bd4d630ea1&zw
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Phone: (313) 554-4450
Business Hours
Mon - Fri: 7a-2p

Sat- 7a-12p
Sun: Closed

LaMichocanaTortillaFactory@comcast.net

Subscribe to our
newsletter

Donate online
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Taqueria Mi Pueblo – Authentic Mexican Dining
📍7278 Dix St, Detroit, MI 48209 
📞 +1 313-841-3315 

Mi Pueblo Express – Quick & Fresh Mexican Eats
📍7271 Dix St, Detroit, MI 48209
📞 +1 313-914-4111

Mi Pueblo Express – Clinton Township
📍 26 S Groesbeck Hwy, Clinton Twp, MI 48036
📞 +1 586-329-4758
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6000 West Vernor Hwy
Detroit MI 48209

(313) 554-2140Store Hours
Mon - Sat: 8:30 - 7:00

Sun: 8:30 - 6:00
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Capuchin Franciscan Province of St. Joseph
1820 Mt. Elliott St.; Detroit, MI 48207 - 

Tel 313.579.2100

Capuchin Way of Life
"We attend simply and directly to the

spiritual and other basic human needs..." ...



The mission of our parish is to see the face of Christ in
every person, so that they may see the face of Christ in
us, and together we will go forth to bring Christ to the
world. 
 
La misión de nuestra parroquia es ver el rostro de Cristo
en cada persona, para que ellos puedan ver el rostro de
Cristo en nosotros, y juntos salgamos a llevar a Cristo al
mundo.
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Weekday Mass Times 
Monday 9:00am
Tuesday 9:00am followed by
the Rosary, and 7:00pm in
Spanish
Thursday 9:00am 
7:00pm Mass and Adoration
First Friday in Spanish

Weekend Mass Times
4:00pm Saturdays

8:00am Sunday
10:00am Sunday

12:00pm Sunday in Spanish

www.sfsm.church
 62811 New Haven Rd., Ray Twp., MI 48096

 (586) 598-3314
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19972 Shrewsbury
Detroit, MI 48221, US 

313-549-0421 
info@strangersnolonger.org
www.strangersnolonger.org

Subscribe to our
newsletter

Donate online


